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Dear Governor Bredesen:

Chaxrpersqn Miller:

1, the under51gned am a famdy member of an 1nd1v1dual held 1n the custody of the Tennessee
Departmenc of Correctxon It 1s my understandmg that the Tennessee Department of Corrections,
has requested a rate increase for local and long dlstance phone calls made by prisoners to farmuly

P i

members and fnends

It 1s also my understanding that the Tennessee Legislature, after a comprehensive study by the
Tennessee Dept. of Correction's Research and Planning Division, TN, (Joint Senate Resolutxon
319, and the Famuly szxtatxon and Crime Reduction Act, TCA  41-21- 243), have found that
marntaining famuly ties 1s an important factor in reducmg recidivism and 1n helpmg prisoners to
make a successﬁil return to soctety.

.
Since we, the famdy members, have no choice in the compantes used to provide telephone services
for calls ﬂom our loved ones in prison, and the ever (ncreasing phone rates are imposing an
enormous financial stramn on famxl) members,,I respectfully urge you, and the Tennessee

Regulatoq Authonty to deny the Tennessee Deparcmenc of Correction's request for a rate increase

n phone services provided Tennessee's prison populatxon and famll) members of prisoners We
thank you for - your consideration and assistance.
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